A   WINDOW    IN    THRUMS

better to hae a witness in case she should go
back on her word."

Gavin made his proposal briskly, and as
coolly as if he were only asking me to go fish-
ing ; but I did not accompany him to Mag's,
He left the house to look for another witness,
and about an hour afterwards Jess saw him pass
with Tammas Haggart Tammas cried in during
the evening to tell us how the mission prospered.

" Mind ye/' said Tammas, a drop of water
hanging to the point of his nose, " I disclaim
all responsibility in the business. I ken Mag
weel for a thrifty, respectable woman, as her
mither was afore her, and so I said to Gavin
when he came to speir me."

** Ay, mony a pirn has 'Lisbeth filled to me,"
said Hendry, settling down to a reminiscence.

" No to be ower hard on Gavin/' continued
Tammas, forestalling Hendry, " he took what
I said in guid part; but aye when I stopped
speakin* to draw breath, he says, ' The
queistion is, will ye come wi' me ? * He was
mfcirty made tip in *s mind/'
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